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The Columbia Chronicle

Editor’s Note

Columbia provides guidance
for creative, personal growth

» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

T

he decision to come to Columbia is
the beginning of a different journey for every student. For some,
it is part of a plan they have had for years.
For others—like me—it is a spur-of-the-moment decision that leads to some of the best
experiences of their lives.
Like many students, I had my eyes set on
attending a traditional college—most likely
out of state—after high school graduation.
I set out to college towns throughout the
Midwest hoping I would find a mental and
emotional connection to the universities I
applied to. As my friends one by one found
the college of their dreams, I was still
searching—until someone asked me if I
was interested in touring Columbia.
Before that, I never considered attending
a "city school" and envisioned my next
educational steps in the most traditional
sense—within the country's college towns
that revolve around one specific university's
culture. The importance of young people
not limiting their options while in pursuit of
their dream schools was actualized in that
moment for me.
One of the most important things
Columbia has given me—and gives to all
of its new students—is the opportunity to
turn the city into my learning space, even
beyond the campus streets.
Moving to the South Loop my freshman
year after living in the Chicago suburbs
for nearly my entire life, I thought I had
a handle on what Chicago had to offer. I
could not have been more wrong. What lies
beyond Millennium Park and the Water

Tower Place—the coolest places in the
city, according to my 18-year-old suburban
self—is a city with countless opportunities
for exploration. Within the nearly 100
neighborhoods at students’ fingertips
are new worlds of people and places that
cannot be discovered in any other city, but
which you will quickly acquainted with,
thanks to your Ventra U-Pass.
Besides what is taught outside the classroom, Columbia is an astounding space for
those who are willing to throw themselves
into their fields right away. While more
traditional institutions emphasize learning from a lecture or a textbook, Columbia
faculty begin teaching students how to
hone their craft as soon as they set foot
on campus—something that makes the
college’s graduates sought-out hires. Being
taught by professors who are also active
practitioners is what prepares students to
go out and be their competitors one day.
The student transformation from first
day of classes to the day they put on their
cap and gown obviously does not happen
overnight. In that time, hard work will
ensue. However, Columbia never makes
it difficult to seek help. There have been
times I have run into my professors' offices
at 10 p.m. to make sure an assignment was
perfect—they offered me immediate help
with no questions asked. I've stayed up in
the middle of the night and woken up early
to co-write stories and collaborate in other
ways with fellow students, which is how
people at Columbia bond outside the realm
of traditional college activities.
Though there will be inevitable rough
patches along the way such as caffeine-induced all-nighters for final projects, panicky phone calls home to parents and even
my own experience of sitting in the wrong
classroom on the first day, Columbia is a
place where students can see their passions come to life.
Being a successful student at Columbia,
however, does not come from putting in
the bare minimum. Avoiding risks and
involvement in campus activities makes
it difficult to be noticed in a sea of talented
young creatives. The rewards are abundant if you invest in this experience with
time and commitment.
mbennett@chroniclemail.com
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» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

CONVOCATION

New Student Convocation, an annual event held in Grant Park before classes begin, is an opportunity
for freshmen and transfer students to be welcomed to the college and the city, according to Mark Kelly,
vice president of Student Success.

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

new students
shuffle into Grant Park for the New Student
Convocation, they will not only be welcomed
with prospects of finding their college identity, but also by an overwhelming sea of students and administrators alike screaming
“hell yeah!”
2016’s Convocation—the Sept. 2 event
dubbed the “welcome-in party” for incoming
freshman and transfer students—features
high-energy music performance, speeches
and the opportunity to meet current college
leaders. The event takes place the week before
classes to introduce Columbia’s new faces to
the college and city.
AS APPROXIMATELY 2,500

“It’s the power of the event—seeing this
incredible sea of young faces all ready to get
started. It’s a pretty exhilarating moment,” said
Mark Kelly, vice president of Student Success.
Following a formal speech from Columbia’s
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim, Convocation concludes with what Kelly calls the "Hell
Yeah Liturgy. "
Now recognized as an iconic part of the
event, the "liturgy" exhorts students to follow
several guidelines during their time at Columbia, including “expand diversity,” “build a body
of work” and “create their career.”
“It’s a commitment: ‘I’m going to do it. I’m
going to be gutsy and throw myself into the
maelstrom of Chicago,’” Kelly said. “Every year
we have twists and turns in how to interpret
that, but we try and make it a reality that the

students begin to interact, connect, talk to
each other and build their creative crews.”
The exposition that kicks off the event includes booths and tables full of representatives from more than 80 student organizations
and 20 student services, said Shannon Bourne,
assistant director of Student Activities.
Hearing directly from students is one of
the ways Convocation helps new members of
the college community connect to Columbia,
Bourne said.
“New students will get a lot out of [hearing
from current students]," she said.
This year’s Convocation will include a
greater emphasis on joining student organizations with the goal to have more than 100
“thriving” student-led groups represented at
the event, Kelly said.
“The student organizations are more fluid,
more democratic and based on interests of
students,” Kelly said. “You’ll see that play out
in how we encourage students to check out any
way they can become involved.”

In addition to speeches from Kim and Kelly,
students will hear from Faculty Senate President Greg Foster-Rice and several Student
Government Association and Student Programming Board members who will be emceeing and hosting some of the afternoon’s performances, according to Sheila Carter, executive
director of Student Programs and Activities.
There will also be representatives from
the greater South Loop area so students can
better acclimate to their new community,
both within the college and outside of it,
Carter said.
“This is the time when it’s time to relax into
who you’re going to be for the next four years,”
Carter said. “Take it seriously but have fun
with it and learn to balance the entire student
experience. It’s classroom, beyond the classroom, engaging with the city and making sure
you’re using the resources that the city has
to offer.”
mbennett@chroniclemail.com
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ColumbiaWorks revamped to

» Screengrab from ColumbiaWorks

increase student employment
» LAUREN KOSTIUK

DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

job board
that students use to find various work
opportunities, transitioned to a new software platform called Handshake on June
1 to improve student use and job searching.
ColumbiaWorks' new features include an
improved design, easier navigation, mobile
availability on all devices, a single sign-on
option similar to students' OASIS accounts
and a news feed that provides useful information to enhance students’ career readiness, according to Eric Wordlow, assistant
director of Student Employment.
The search for a new software platform
was in the works for about a year before
Handshake was selected, said Christie
Anderson Asif, former executive director
of the Portfolio Center who will be stepping
down from her position in August.
Students, internship coordinators and
staff in the former Portfolio Center and
Student Employment Office participated
in the decision to select the Handshake
COLUMBIAWORKS, THE COLLEGE'S

software. The group, which heavily considered the student members' feedback,
decided the chosen software's features and
quality were the best among its competition,
Wordlow said.
"It is important that we help students
understand how important it is to start
your career path and those resume-building
opportunities,” Wordlow said. “Handshake
will help students [more easily] find all those
sorts of opportunities—everything from
internships to employment.”
According to Anderson Asif, incoming
students can benefit from the job board
within a week of registering for classes.
“We want students to get [on the site],
upload resumes, start interacting with the
tools and know it's just going to get better as
we build up the features,” Anderson Asif said.
Students seeking feedback on their
ColumbiaWorks profile can visit the college's new Career Center, a “one-stop-shop”
for building a brand, career advice, feedback
on resumes and searching for employment.
The center is currently housed on the
third floor of 623 S. Wabash Ave. Building

The college recently announced the launch of a new software platform for its job board, ColumbiaWorks, to enhance the site and increase efficiency as students search for jobs and internships.

but will announce a new location on campus in the fall. The new location will be
chosen to make the center more accessible and visible for students, according to
Anderson Asif.
“[Students] can make sure their profiles
look professional and get an idea of what
standard they should set for themselves
when they graduate,” said Jennifer Maderal,
communications and events associate in the
Career Center.
Maderal added that the college’s job board
gives students a good foundation for what

they can expect when searching for a job
after graduation.
“[ColumbiaWorks] is about the student
experience,” Wordlow said. “We say at the
Career Center, “The earlier you can get to
our office, the more exposure to our programs.' For incoming students or students
that are new to Columbia, I would recommend using [the job board] to find your way.
It is a way to explore careers; it is a way to
gain resume-building opportunities.”
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
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» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

10% OFF
for

Students
&Teachers
with ID

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm
Sat 10am - 7pm
Sun 11am - 6pm
828 S Wabash Ave. Chicago, IL 60605

312.583.9990

Perks of being a
Columbia student

many purposes at Columbia. They can be used to check out
library books, store Columbia Cash to be spent at on-campus vending machines,
stores and printing facilities and, most notably, score some sweet deals with local
businesses and services. From discounted burgers to free visits to the Art Institute
of Chicago, student IDs offers plenty of perks.
STUDENT IDS SERVE

100% Art Institute of Chicago
Free admission with a valid Columbia ID

90% Lyric Opera of Chicago
$20 tickets for select performances

75% Zipcar

Columbia students can purchase a
discounted annual membership

25% Potbelly Sandwich Shop
Discounted food with a valid college ID
at its South Dearborn Street location

$15 to join, must be 18 or older

20% Blick

75% Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Student discount on all art supplies

$10 for select performances

10% Artist & Craftsman Supply

50% Steppenwolf Theatre

Discounted art supplies

Half-priced Steppenwolf
performances

10% Epic Burger

Connect with us!

www.artistcraftsman.com

27% Divvy Bikes

Lower prices on food and drinks

Small Drink
+
Small Fries

With a purchase of $5 or more
767 S. STATE ST.CHICAGO, IL 60605

312-583-9100
Devildawgs.com
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Meet your president:

Kwang-Wu Kim
» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

THE CHRONICLE: What are your tips
for new students’ success at Columbia?
KWANG-WU KIM: New students need to
be bold—be bold about meeting new people,
introducing themselves to people and developing relationships with faculty right from
the beginning. When they meet a faculty
member they’re intrigued by, [they should]
just talk to them.
Something I hear constantly from the
students who truly feel like they’ve gotten everything out of the college is [to] get
involved right from the beginning. It’s about

» LOU FOGLIA/ CHRONICLE

A

s new students are welcomed on
campus, one of the first faces they
will see is that of Kwang-Wu Kim,
Columbia's President and CEO.
Kim, who started at the college in the Fall
2013 Semester, also has been the architect
of Columbia’s 5-year Strategic Plan—an
outline for collegewide growth for students
and the surrounding college community.
The Chronicle sat down with Kim to
learn about his advice for new students—
both freshmen and transfers—the college’s
evolving educational environment and the
importance of exploring Chicago.

President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim joined Columbia
as its 10th president in the Fall 2013 Semester.

putting yourself out—the more energy you
put outward, the more the college brings
back to you.
As president, what do you want students to know about you?
What’s most important is my primary motivation for coming here was the idea that I
wanted to help a school that was focused
on educating young creative people to get to
the point where we know the education they
were being provided was truly going to help
our students succeed. That’s my extreme,
obsessive focus.
As a result, I made a decision when I
accepted this presidency to manage my time
in a way that is a little different than some

[ other institutions'] presidents. I wanted
to be much more available to students and
spend more time than some presidents do.
That was really important to me. The students have been so open to that idea and
so supportive of me, so that’s something
I’ve enjoyed most about the college—the
opportunity to engage with students.
With the first year of the Strategic Plan
completed, what should new students
know about the college’s changing
environment?
The key is that it’s all about making sure the
educational outcomes are truly valuable to
the industries and forms of creative practice
that they’re pointing toward. What I want
students to recognize is we’re trying to make
sure this experience connects students to
professional opportunities and reality that’s
both in the classroom and studios, but we
also just announced the new Career Center.
All of those pieces connect students to the
world beyond.
Does Columbia's connection to the
professional world set it apart from
other colleges?
We’re not in any way embarrassed to have a
practical orientation. [I think] all students
should be developing some business skills
with everything else they learn. In general,
schools that focus on teaching any sort of
creative practice tend to not say that. There’s
almost the feeling like, ‘if you talk about
business, you’re lowering the conversation,’

7

but it’s not true. If our job is to prepare students to be successful and learn all the
things they need, you can’t be successful if
you’re only focusing...on the creative practices. Some students will be successful that
way, but the majority probably will struggle.
We don’t want that to happen.
What tips do you have for transfer students to better navigate the college?
The difference with transfers is by the time
they come to Columbia, they’re really clear.
They have a very strong sense of what they
want to study and why. In some ways, it’s
the same advice [I give to new students]
but even more so—make sure they ... experiment, whatever that means [for them].
What are the must-sees in the city for
new students?
One of the perks of being a Columbia student is free admission to the Art Institute.
We also have an arrangement with the
Museum of Contemporary Art. Things like
the Chicago Symphony, the Lyric Opera,
they all have student discount tickets. Take
advantage of those things, but if that’s not a
student’s thing, almost any area of potential
creative involvement that a student brings
is right here in Chicago. It’s important early
on to just go do things.
It’s important to just get out, take advantage of public transportation and see as
much of the city as possible.
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

New student’s guide to Columbia’s need-to-know administrators
Stan Wearden

Senior Vice President and Provost

All academic and enrollment-related issues are overseen by
Wearden, who is second-in-command to Kim. The college’s deans
»G-JUN YAM/ CHRONICLE
and senior staff report to him on a multitude of issues,
including curriculum and collegewide learning goals for
students.
Mark Kelly

Vice President of Student Success

As the administrator with the longest history at the college, Kelly is
one of the best-known leaders on
campus. He supervises Student
» MARIA CARDONA/ CHRONICLE Services, including the former
Portfolio—and now Career—Center and the College Advising Center and works with administrators to improve
the student experience. He also co-chairs the South Loop
Wabash Arts Corridor and facilitated the addition of more
than 20 new murals within and near Columbia’s campus.

Richard Dowsek

Interim Vice President of Business Affairs and CFO

As Columbia searches for a new
finance chief, Dowsek is temporarily managing Columbia’s cap» Courtesy PHIL DEMBINSKI
ital plans, including overseeing
budgets for all offices and departments and keeping track
of how Columbia spends its largely tuition-based funds.
Ron Sodini

Associate Vice President of
Security

A former Chicago Police Department commander, Sodini oversees
the college's security detail and col» FILE PHOTO
lection of on-campus crime statistics as well as organizes
student safety initiatives. Sodini has recently implemented
security plans, including student I.D. checks and the addition of retired police officers as watch commanders. He also
created a student advisory committee to voice views on
campus safety.

Cynthia Grunden

Assistant Vice President of
Student Financial Services

Grunden supervises assistance and
education about students financial
aid and payment plans. A financial
» SANTIAGO
literacy advocate, Grunden has reCOVARRUBIAS/ CHRONICLE
cently led several events aimed at
helping students better understand how their education is
being financed and how to secure scholarships.
Sharon Wilson-Taylor
Associate Vice President and Dean
of Students

Wilson-Taylor and those who
work for her address students’
needs beyond the classroom, in» G-JUN YAM/ CHRONICLE
cluding physical, mental and emotional issues that may arise. Offices under her leadership
include Student Development, Student Health and Support, Student Life and Residence Life. Many new students will encounter at least one of these offices during
their first year at Columbia.
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Roommate
dos and don'ts
» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

Moving in with someone you have
never met before can be tough for
new college students, but sticking to some simple guidelines can
make the transition a lot easier.
Nobody wants to have or be labeled
a "bad roommate." Not to mention,
roommate horror stories tend to
be a lot funnier when they don't
include you.
zeitel@chroniclemail.com

do

…your share of the cleaning in shared areas.
It’s called a “shared space” for a reason. If you
both use the living room, you both have the responsibility to make sure the couch cushions
aren't stuffed with remnants from an entire
box of Cheez-its.
…invite your roommate to hang out with you
and your friends.
It can be hard to meet people in a non-traditional campus environment like Columbia,
and helping your roommate make friends can
likely bridge any gaps between the two of you.

don't

…let your dishes grow gardens in the sink.
The sink is for cleaning food off of dishes,
not growing bacteria. If your sink smells like
a garbage can, it might be time to clean your
cereal bowls.
…eat your roommate’s food.
There’s nothing worse than coming home
from class and finding that you have fewer
Oreos left than you know were there before.
While it may seem trivial at first, this can
cause a lot of deep-seated resentment.

…pitch in for shared supplies like toilet
paper.
Toilet paper is one of those necessities you
probably didn’t have to worry about buying
before college. If only one person is buying, it
can get expensive and annoying.

…Skype with your significant other loudly
late at night.
Everyone understands you miss your beau,
but 2 a.m. is way too late to be reminiscing
via FaceTime about your first date. Odds are,
your roommate cares a lot less about your
relationship after midnight.

…communicate problems with your roommate.
Many problems between roommates can
fester and get worse over time because of
lack of communication. If you don’t like your
roommate leaving socks on the floor, don’t
tweet about it—tell them.

…pretend your roommate doesn’t exist.
You have to be considerate when inviting
friends over or listening to loud music, especially during midterms and finals. Those
weeks are stressful enough without study
time being interrupted by Rihanna yelling to
“work, work, work.”

2016 Orientation Guide
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Where should I live:
» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

C

hicago offers many different housing options
available for college students to take advantage of.
The city contains 77 unique and exciting neighborhoods that many students call home. But, if you are
less willing to take on a daily bus or train commute of
15 minutes or more to a nearby neighborhood, the South
Loop has a number of residence options, including the
five Columbia residence halls.
College residences include 777 South State Street,
formerly 2 E. 8th St.; The Dwight, 642 S. Clark St.; The
University Center, 525 S. State St.; 731 S. Plymouth
Court; and The Flats, 829 S. Wabash Ave. Each offer
apartment-style housing. The UC also offers the more
traditional, suite-style dorm rooms.
To help new students in their housing decisions, The
Chronicle gathered advantages and disadvantages of
living on and off campus.
zeitel@chroniclemail.com

40%

On-Campus vs. Off-Campus
Pro: Amenities: Each residence hall has amenities
that add to the specific building's personality and living
experience, according to Mary Oakes, director of Residence
Life. The UC has the cafeteria; 777 South State has a pool;
the Dwight has a graffiti room; Plymouth Court has the
college's counseling and health centers; and The Flats has
basketball courts open to all Columbia students.
Junior music major Anna Agosta said that while she did
not use the pool in the year she lived in 777 South State, she
did enjoy using the building's workout room and sky decks
on the fifth floor.
"What’s really nice is they had the computer room, so you
had printers available if you needed to print," she added.
Con: Roommates: Nearly all housing at Columbia comes
with a roommate, though you can request a private bedroom.
Everyone has heard roommate horror stories that comes
with the dorms’ random selection process. While Kessel
Cherney, a senior cinema art + science major, said he was
lucky enough to have a good roommate for the year he lived
at the UC, he knows "plenty" of people who did not.
Oakes said roommates are matched through an online
profile students fill out once they have applied for housing.
"Within the profile, it asks students what their likes are,
what their dislikes are, [preferred] qualities of a roommate,
and what it is they're looking for," Oakes said.

Pro: Independence: Cherney said he does not regret
living on campus, but he decided to move into an off-campus
building in the South Loop to gain more freedom.
"You always talk about being let off the chain when you
turn 18 years old and come to college, and to have to deal
with [the restrictions] was a little frustrating," Cherney said.
Agosta said she likes knowing that her off-campus apartment is her place, and she can make her own rules. She added
that living off campus feels like more of a "professional,
real-life setting" than the residence halls.
Con: Long commutes: All of Columbia's residence halls
are located within blocks of the campus buildings where
classes are held. That convenience is something Agosta said
she misses about living on campus now that she is located
in the River North neighborhood.
"I could walk out of my house and get to class within
five minutes walking," Agosta said. "Now, I have to jump
on the Red Line most days, especially during the winter
since the weather’s really bad, and it takes me more like
20–25 minutes."
Oakes said while living off campus, students do not have
as many opportunities to go home between classes and get
lunch or get school work done.
"The proximity to your classes throughout the day works
to the advantage of living in the area," Oakes said.
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» Courtesy SOLOMON CORDWELL BUENZ

WORK IN PROGRESS:
Student center slated for
fall 2018 completion
» LAUREN KOSTIUK

DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER
COLUMBIA’S ADMINISTRATION AND

board of trustees are continuing
to make headway this summer on
delivering the promise to build a
student center capable of providing a location for students to gather
and collaborate by fall 2018.
Concepts for the new, four-story
student center were presented to
the college’s Student Government
Association Feb. 16 by the Chicagobased architecture firm Solomon
Cordwell Buenz following the
firm’s 11-week planning process.
The center will be a space of
“inclusion” to “gather, collaborate
and explore,” according to SCB’s
program mission statement.
Ted Strand, principal of SCB,
praised the collegewide involvement in the phase.

“Most of the time, when we go
onto a campus, [the planning process] is a very top-down decision,”
Strand said. “That was not the case
at Columbia.”
Highlights of the plan include
a larger fitness center than the
current one, a dining hall, various study rooms and lounge areas,
a large multipurpose room for
events, and a floor for collaboration
and career support.
“[We needed] to create a space
that helped advance the experience
of being a student at Columbia,”
said President and CEO Kwang-Wu
Kim, who attended the presentation. “Not just a fun building or
recreation center, but something
unique to Columbia.”
The center will cost an estimated $35 million to $45 million, which could not possibly
be supported by the college’s

current operating budget, Kim
said. The college’s board of trustees is instead developing a plan to
finance the center.
In addition to the college
recently announcing its plans
to sell its 820 S. Michigan Ave.
Building to help fund the center,
plans could include capital fundraising initiatives and revenue
from the college’s endowment of
more than $142 million, he added.
The college's subsequent change
is to send out a national request for
qualified architectural firms that
will pitch specific designs once the
building's cost is established.
The seven general spaces and
units planned to be in the center
include student life, performance
and events, collaboration and
exploration, resources, dining and
retail, wellness and outdoor space,
according to the firm.

Occupying what is currently the college's Papermaker’s Garden at 8th Street and
Wabash Avenue and the parking lot behind it, the new student center will likely
have an area of 104,000 square feet.

Richard Tepp, an architect and
project manager for SCB, said
the targeted size for the student
center is 104,000 square feet. He
added that the firm did not want
the center to be too big or small,
but a place that would be active
and manageable.
The ground floor of the center
is projected to contain the “front
door” to the campus, a retail space
and restrooms, including gender-neutral ones.
The second floor is a planned
community space, containing a
fitness center twice the size of
the college’s current fitness center. It would also house the SGA
and other student organizations,
a multicultural and international
center, a radio studio for students
in all majors and a recreational
lounge area.
The third floor is expected to
be a collaboration and resource
floor containing the recently
announced Career Center, various spaces for creativity and study,
digital creation labs and recording
studios and booths.
The fourth floor is planned to
contain a multipurpose room that

will hold approximately 1,300 people, which is five times the capacity
of the Conaway Center, 1104 S.
Wabash Ave.
The firm also noted a possible
rooftop space that could house
the Papermaker’s Garden and an
outdoor lounge.
More details will be available as
the design phase progresses.
While SCB has offered to bid
for the programming phase, the
college has yet to announce if the
firm will move forward, Tepp said
the college will put out a request
for proposal, and design firms can
respond with their ideas for the
building aesthetic.
Tepp said SCB will respond to
the request and hopes to remain
involved because the team has
been working with Columbia’s
conceptualization of the center
thus far.
“During the design process,
needs will change,” Tepp said.
“When [the student center] gets
built, needs will change. When we
start designing, it would be a very
flexible building.”
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
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Renegades stays
>>> active on campus
» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

senior design major, was
able to pursue her athletic and creative
interests at Columbia, thanks to The Renegades, Columbia’s athletics association.
“Art is my passion, but tennis is too,” Dunn
said. “Columbia has the best of both worlds.”
Dunn joined the tennis team as a freshman and finished her last season at the end
of the Spring 2016 Semester as captain.
The Renegades, with an executive board
and general board of students, help start
teams, support captains and organize events.
Being involved in athletics is a commitment, but it allows students to stay active,
take on leadership roles and develop community, said Mark Brticevich, coordinator
of Fitness, Athletics and Recreation.
“If you join a team, you are basically
taking on a part-time job,” Brticevich said.
“[The Renegades is] about building community, and you are expected to be part of
the community.”
ANDREA DUNN, A

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

The Renegades, which includes about six
teams varying each year based on student
interest, includes traditional sports teams
like baseball and volleyball as well as the
less traditional like Quidditch.
Connor McCluskey, a senior music major,
started the Quidditch team in October 2014
with about seven players who played the

» Courtesy SAMUEL MICHAEL HIRZEL
The Quidditch team is one of several student-run teams that are housed under the umbrella of The Renegades, Columbia's athletics association.

The Infinite is located one block from the
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in
the heart of downtown Chicago.
Students will have the convenience of
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters)
and have multiple mass transit lines
at their fingertips.

Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

There was great student turnout for a
tailgate event in April hosted by the baseball team before a game against Loyola
University, Brticevich said.
“It was great to see the Columbia stands
filled with fans and the Loyola stands
empty,” Brticevich said.
All Renegades' teams welcome new players, and the tryout process for any team is
inclusive of people with different levels of
ability, McCluskey said.
“Tryouts are not a strenuous process in
any way, shape or form,” McCluskey said.
“They are meant to be a tryout for us as well
as for you.”
The Renegades try to develop two new
teams or clubs every year, Brticevich said,
and prospects for future semesters include
a running club and a student wellness club.
“We are always willing to develop new
teams or new ideas,” Brticevich said. All that
is necessary is a few friends with a common
interest, he explained.
Having an athletics organization that is
so open and inclusive of all people and teams
is very representative of how the college
community functions, McCluskey said.
“Athletics at Columbia [is] not your basic
college organization,” McCluskey said. “It's
athletics the way Columbia would do it.”
abreck@chroniclemail.com

SURROUND YOURSELF
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details

For students looking for student apartments near
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University,
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a
prime spot for college commuters.

Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis

sport from the Harry Potter series using
sticks in Grant Park.
“We ended this year with about 25
[players],” McCluskey said. “We started
competing this year and went to our first
tournament. All the teams that are more
experienced than us seemed impressed with
how well we were doing at these games.”
The tennis team also participated in a
tournament this year that included eight
teams from Illinois and nearby states like
Wisconsin, Dunn said.
Other Renegades teams have also experienced significant improvements over the
past academic year.

28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com
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Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink,
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s
local shops and social activities.

37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331

SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com

Check out the new virtual tour here:
https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/.
Call our office at 312.283.3331 to inquire
about tour information.
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' B i g C h i ca g o'
provides 'big'
				learning opportunities
» ARABELLA BRECK

MANAGING EDITOR

C

olumbia will again offer "Big Chicago" courses
as a first-year experience course for students
after last year's courses received positive feedback and recognition of opportunities they
afford students for exploring Columbia and the greater
Chicago community, according to Suzanne Blum Malley,
the college's senior associate provost.
Students and faculty are drawn from departments and
majors all over the college by the Big Chicago courses—
which opens up both the students and the professors
involved in these courses to connections outside of their
department or major, said Don Smith, an associate professor in the Cinema Art + Science Department who teaches
"Creating the Visual Diary."
"That was the best part," Smith said. "[Students] find
out that there is a wider world, and their original idea [of
what they want to pursue] may not be the only choice. It is
not that they second guess the choice—it's that there are
more things that are open to them."
When registering for classes students will be encouraged to take Big Chicago courses outside of their department or major that they may not think directly relate to
the field they want to pursue, Blum Malley said.
"These are designed to engage the students [within]
the context of where they are studying and delve into
thinking about things in a new way," Blum Malley said.
"We hope students [will] stretch a little bit and maybe
discover something [new]."
Another unique part of the Big Chicago courses is
that they are larger and more lecture-based than many
Columbia classes.
Raquel Monroe, an associate professor in the Dance
Department who will teach "Dance, Sex and Popular
Culture" for the second time, said she thinks large classes
create opportunities for group projects, open forums and
learning from many different points of view.
Although certain aspects of the courses have worked
well, some activities will be revised for upcoming semesters, Smith said.
"It is still the second year, so [the college is] still

evaluating what its goals are, and they will get tweaked a
few more times," Smith said.
When the Big Chicago courses were offered last fall, the
class time was divided into two days—a lecture day and
a Friday session, known as the New Student Commons,
dedicated to students' learning about college resources
or discussing issues in small groups.
"The thing that did not go well was the Friday course
sessions," said Dominic Pacyga, an associate professor in
the History, Humanities and Social Sciences Department
who teaches "Chicago: A Global City. "There was a lot of
negative student reaction to that."
Classes this year will only meet once a week, and class
time has been reorganized to include elements of the
Friday sessions, Blum Malley said.
"Two hours of the class time [will be] devoted to however the faculty member is structuring that [time]," Blum
Malley said. "Then you have an hour to use for discussion
building or students to work in smaller groups. Over the
course of the first six weeks of the semester, instead of
sending students out to find out about various resources
around campus, we are going to have [guests] come into
the class."
In addition to the restructuring, there will be two new
courses offered this fall called "Chicago: City of Stories"
and "Death and Desire in Chicago," according to Blum
Malley.
Faculty who taught the courses in Fall 2015 were given
the opportunity to teach their courses again, and faculty
were able to submit new courses in December 2015 for
consideration by the department, the school curriculum
committee and faculty who had taught Big Chicago courses
previously, Blum Malley said.
All the courses have consistent learning outcomes to
prepare students for the rest of their college career, Blum
Malley said.
"[Students] are connected to a really vibrant, diverse
city," Blum Malley said. "That is part of what Columbia
offers. We are not plunked down in a cornfield somewhere—
we are right here [in Chicago], so we want to take advantage
of that from day one."
abreck@chroniclemail.com
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"Chicago: The Global Metropolis"
with Dominic Pacyga

Examine the big picture of Chicago through its
economic, racial, cultural and political development and take trips to several of the city’s cultural
institutions and neighborhoods. Learn about
Chicago’s history through classroom assignments and group explorations of the city.

"50 Years of Civil Rights in Chicago"
with Alton Miller

Martin Luther King, Jr., fought for social change
in Chicago when he brought his 1960s “northern
campaign” to the city. 50 years later, this course
offers students the chance to develop public
relations skills to create a website depicting the
story of Chicago’s relationship with civil rights
movements past and present.

"Music & Media in Chicago"
with Jim DeRogatis

Learn about the history of music, print
media, television and blogging in Chicago to
better understand how to use your own creative
medium. Get involved and make a difference in
your new surroundings. This course will examine
Chicago’s music and journalism cultures.

"Heard in the Hood: Social Media
Storytelling From Chicago's
Neighborhoods" with Jackie Spinner

Twitter, Instagram and other social media platforms have revolutionized the ways in which the
current generation consumes and produces news.
Aspiring storytellers will learn to use social media
storytelling methods through first-hand experience throughout the city’s 77 neighborhoods.

"Big Chicago: Dance, Sex and
Popular Culture" with Raquel Monroe

"Did You Just Flip Me Off?? Deaf
People and Linguistic Diversity in Chicago" with Diana Gorman Jamrozik

This course will take students on a tour through
the fancy footwork of Chicago’s rich dance history.
Students will learn various dance styles that portray the city’s past and present ideas about sexuality, race, class and gender and how Chicago’s
dance scene has helped shape popular culture.

Through an exploration of the city’s deaf community, students will gain an understanding of
the history of deaf culture in Chicago and the
educational experiences of deaf people locally and
internationally. This course will cover a range of
topics, including deaf artistic expression.
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"Curiosity in the City: Monsters,
Marvels, and Museums" with
Stephen Asma

From freak shows to serial killers, flesh-eating
beetles and many other strange sights, Chicago
has an infamous history of oddities. Study all of
these phenomena in this course, which in addition
to having an Honors section, combines philosophy, science and history to explore Chicago’s
relationship with the unknown.

"Chicago Film History" with
Karla Fuller

Despite the distance separating Illinois from
California, Chicago played a key role in the formation of Hollywood’s film system. This course
teaches students to analyze Chicago’s contributions to the U.S. film industry through screenings,
lectures and class discussions.

"Chicago: Creating a Cinematic
Diary" with Don Smith

Students can experience Chicago beyond the
classroom setting in this online class, which
encourages students to reflect on their creative
processes. Students use personal diary entries to
set artistic goals and evaluate their own progress.

"Chicago: City of Stories" with
Sam Weller

"Death and Desire in Chicago" with
Robin Whatley and Ames Hawkins

Students examine the city’s contributions to
stories and storytelling and explore how elements
of Chicago’s history are told through various
forms of literature. Through this course, students
will study famous literaries who have had a deep
impact on “The City of Big Shoulders,” as well
as learn more about themselves and their own
writing abilities.

The multiple causes, effects and nuances of
death and desire and their relationship will be
studied and discussed with a combination of
academics, the arts and modern-day technology.
Class discussions will be supplemented with
visits to museums, parks and cemeteries and
exploration into Chicago-based historical events.
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Students get 10% off!

(773) 736-6960

LIKE IT THE COLUMBIA CHRONICLE

TWEET IT @CCCHRONICLE

‘GRAM IT

However you choose to share your news!
columbiachronicle.com

@CCCHRONICLE

That's a wrap

» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

did not know I wanted
to pursue a career in journalism until the
summer before my senior year of high
school, my experience applying to college
was kind of a mess.
Though I had originally planned on going
to “uni” in England and spent my entire
junior year looking only at schools there,
I ended up applying to five colleges in the
Midwest. Columbia was the only artsy, nonstate school to which I applied, and it was
my top choice, so of course it was the last
school to get back to me.
I can still remember exactly where I was
when I finally got my acceptance email
from Columbia. It was the second semester of my senior year of high school, and I
was sitting in my second period Anatomy
and Physiology class. As soon as I read the
"You're in!," I threw my phone onto the desk.
The response was especially exciting
because as I was waiting for my acceptance
or rejection letter, the thought of going to all
the other large state schools I applied to was
looking less and less appealing.
The two big draws a state school has over
a smaller, city-based art school are sports
AS SOMEONE WHO

and Greek life, and neither have ever been
appealing to me. I’d much prefer to attend
an event like Columbia’s Biggest Mouth—an
annual, end-of-the-year competition for
bands and artists—than pack into football
stands with thousands of screaming fans.
I’ve also seen way too many horror movies
about sororities to think about joining one.
A reason why I chose Columbia—and
Chicago—was that I needed to be in an environment unlike high school that made me
feel like I was really becoming an adult. To
me, state schools just felt like a continuation
of high school that I would have to pay for.
Chicago and Columbia made me feel like
an independent person from the minute I
moved here.
Besides all that the school offers as an
institution, living in the city is probably one
of the best selling points Columbia has. After
living and learning in the city for two years,
I couldn’t imagine being stuck in the middle
of a bunch of Iowa cornfields.
Being in the center of such an eclectic city
like Chicago allows for a wide array of opportunities that are pretty much unknown to
students on isolated campuses. Whether
it’s expanding your photography portfolio
by attending rallies and protests, working
as an extra on Chicago-based movies and
TV shows or finding an up-and-coming
band to manage, Columbia is a great stepping stone for realizing and achieving your
dreams, whatever they may be. Just listen
to Columbia’s motto: “Live what you love.”
I've found a way to live what I love through
The Columbia Chronicle. I spent a year as an
arts & culture reporter and was able to work
my way to now being a managing editor.
Coming to Columbia, I would have never
guessed this is how I would be spending my
college years—working in a real newsroom.
I have the department's faculty of real world
journalists to thank because without them
I wouldn't have the knowledge necessary to
succeed in the world of journalism.
zeitel@chroniclemail.com

Small Drink
+
Small Fries

With a purchase of $5 or more
767 S. STATE ST.CHICAGO, IL 60605

312-583-9100
Devildawgs.com
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You’re taking

what

LSAT prep company?!

LET BLUEPRINT DRAMATICALLY
INCREASE YOUR LSAT SCORE.

888-4-BP-PREP
blueprintlsat.com

Use the promo code SAVE100
to receive $100 off either the
online or classroom course!
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Homemade

» PHOTOS MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE

in the microwave
Kitchen-free recipes for students

» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

These low-maintenance recipes are a quick fix for
college students who want to impress friends or
crave a simple after-class snack.

Monkey Bread Mac & Cheese
This dessert, which I learned to make
in a high school cooking class, doesn’t
require an oven and tastes like you
spent hours baking it.
Ingredients: 7 tbsp. butter; 2/3 cup
brown sugar; 1 tsp. vanilla; 2 tsp. cinnamon; 2 cans of biscuits
Directions: Melt butter and mix with
ingredients; cut biscuits into quarter
pieces and place into bowl; pour mixture
over top of biscuits and mix; microwave
for 4 minutes.

Homemade mac & cheese has never been this easy or quick. It’s also
completely customizable with your
favorite pasta shape.
Ingredients: 1/3 cup elbow pasta (or
other pasta of choice); 2/3 cup water; 1/3
cup shredded cheese; 2 tsp. milk
Directions: Microwave pasta in a bowl
with the water for 6 minutes (adjusting
for pasta type) stirring every couple
minutes; add shredded cheese and microwave for 40 seconds; add milk and stir
until fully mixed.

Party Mix

I love party mix, but I really hate
pretzels, so I make my own that I can
customize. Be careful with the microwave times though, as I burned my
first batch.
Ingredients: 1/4 cup butter; 1 1/4 tsp.
seasoning salt; 4 1/2 tsp. Worcestershire
sauce; 8 cups Chex cereal; 1 cup mixed
nuts; 1 cup Cheez-its
Directions: Melt butter and mix in sauce
and seasoning salt; put dry ingredients in
a large bag and pour mixture over to coat
pieces evenly; microwave in bowl for 5–6
minutes, stirring every couple of minutes.

Mug Cake
There are many different recipes
for mug cakes, but many of them use
about 10 ingredients and are very dry.
This gooey, chocolaty dream is the
exact opposite.
Ingredients: 1 egg; 1/4 cup powdered
sugar; 1 1/2 tbsp. cocoa powder
Directions: Mix ingredients in standard-sized mug and microwave for 50–60
seconds.

2016 Orientation Guide

ShopColumbia
COLUMBIA’S STUDENT ART BOUTIQUE

EARN
INCOME
by selling your work.
LEARN:
Pricing, presentation, branding,

understanding business contracts, inventory
management, production deadlines, sales seasons, creating a
cohesive collection, creating work that represents you and your ideas, to develop

your skills and ideas, expand to new markets, collaboration with other artists, fulfilling custom orders, discover if there
is a market for your work, how to work with a gallery, to track your production costs, test new ideas....

ShopColumbia artists have earned over $300,000 from the sale of their work. New
artists are accepted year-round and new work is reviewed on the first of every month.
Email SHOP@COLUM.EDU to schedule an appointment to sell your work!
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'What color do I take?':
A student guide to CTA Lines
Belmont drops off in the heart of the
Lakeview neighborhood. In addition to its
popular nightlife attractions in Boystown,
Chicago's LGBT neighborhood, and
unique restaurants such as Cheesie's
Pub and Grub and Anne Sather's, the
area is also a perfect place for laughs with
The Annoyance Theater and Bar, Laugh
Factory, and ComedySportz Theater, all
directly off this multicolored stop.

This train stop, located near the Ravenswood and Lincoln Square neighborhoods, offers access a variety of dining
stops from Taco in a Bag to Margie's ice
cream shop. The Ravenswood Art Walk,
which is held every fall, has been celebrating local art and artists in the neighborhood
for 15 years and is one of its many events
created to support the community. This
year's event will take place Sept. 10 and 11.

N

E
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W

The Magnificent Mile and John Hancock
Building are musts for new residents,
tourists and seasoned Chicagoans whose
out-of-town friends and family want a
city experience. This Red Line stop leads
to endless window shopping on Michigan
Avenue and dining at traditional Chicago chains like Lou Malnati's and Gino's
East. It is also just blocks from a lovely
Lakefront trail.

Chicago

Belmont
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Montrose

The admission-free Garfield Park Conservatory—part of the Chicago Park District—can be reached by a quick train ride
west of campus. The glass-topped dome
building—as well as its adjacent outdoor
space—acts as a greenery-filled oasis all
year, with scheduled events and exhibits
ranging from fall and winter botanical
exhibits to free summer yoga sessions
and mini-concerts. It is the perfect place
to go with friends or impress a date.

S
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CermakChinatown

re immediately immersed into the
hub of Wicker Park stepping off
en platform. The street-art filled
wn Milwaukee Avenue show
ge and modern shops as well as
nts for everyone: including Stan's
ocal vinyl store Reckless Records,
s and Myopic bookstores as well
rium Arcade Bar for those look-and-over fun.

vatoryal Park

= Harrison

An overhead view of Chicago's Chinatown is visible to riders before stepping
off the CTA platform. In addition to
scoring authentic Chinese cuisine and
exploring the buildings' ornate architecture—either by one's self or with a
tour—the area also has several annual
events that Chicagoans all over the city
enjoy, such as the Chinese New Year
Parade and the summer's dragon boat
race at Ping Tom Memorial Park.

UICHalsted
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Although this stop is home to the University
of Illinois at Chicago, the area has much more
to offer than just being home to a college
campus. The neighborhoods surrounding
this stop, known as Greektown and Little
Italy, have plenty of places worth checking
out. From the more cultural attractions like
the National Hellenic Museum to the more
tasty ones like the multitude of restaurants in
the area, visitors receive an across-the-globe
experience right off the Blue Line.

CTA safety tips:

18th

Pilsen, known as the city's center for
Latino culture, is found on the Lower West
Side. While people flock to the Pink Line's
mural-filled stations for famous institutions like the National Museum of Mexican
Art or concert venue Thalia Hall, Pilsen is
best enjoyed through exploration: eating
authentic Mexican food from food carts,
rummaging through thrift stores and sipping coffee from family-owned shops.

1. Be aware of your surroundings:
It is easy to become distracted by everything happening around you or a text from a
friend, but staying safe on public transportation means being alert of what's happening
on your train car or bus.

Midway

2. Ride in the first rail car or near the
front of the bus:
The front of a rail car or bus tends to be busier with more CTA riders watching out for
each other. It is also closer to the conductor
or bus driver in case of an emergency.
3. Travel in a group:
This is especially important for new city
dwellers. When traveling in a group, you are
less likely to be approached or to get lost.
4. Put your cell phone away:
I know it's difficult, but cell phones are the
No. 1 item stolen on public transportation.
It is not worth the risk. This also includes
headphones and other expensive gadgets.
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Good stuff Eatery

$

10

SAY
HELLO
TO
FRESH.
SAY HELLO TO FRESH.

Sunday after 6pm all students with current ID receive 50% off the
entireHANDCRAFTED
menu (excluding alcohol
and specials)
BURGERS

Ask
10 for the
PREZ
OBAMA
for theBURGER
10Ask
PREZ
BURGER
OPENING
SPECIAL
AskOBAMA
for the
$

$

Happy Hour Monday- Friday 4-6pm, all beers $3
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———
OUR FARMHOUSE
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THINLY SLICED ONION, CRISP LETTUCE & PICKLES
, served on a sweet, buttery soft, PREZ
———
———
OUR FARMHOUSE BURGERS ARE TOPPED WITH FARM FRESH RUBY RED TOMATOES,
freshly baked Pennsylvania Dutch bun with a loving spoonful of Good Stuff PREZ
sauce.
SNACKSODA
FRY
OBAMA
BURGER
FOUNTAIN
THINLY SLICED ONION, CRISP LETTUCE & PICKLES, served on a sweet, buttery soft,
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———
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STEAKHOUSE BURGER
OUR ORIGINAL BURGERS
Roasted Cremini Mushrooms,
Onion Straws, Emmental Swiss
OUR ORIGINAL BURGERS
STEAKHOUSE
Cheese
With TangyBURGER
Steakhouse
SPIKE’S SUNNYSIDE*

Dairy Fresh Cheese, Applewood
Bacon A Farm Fresh Fried Egg On
SUNNYSIDE*
ASPIKE’S
Brioche Bun
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Sauce
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www.goodstuffeatery.com
* Consuming raw or uncooked food can increase your chances of acquiring a foodborne illness.
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Annual competition gathers
'biggest' student talent
FOR THE PAST 12 years, musicians at Columbia have had the opportunity to participate in
the Biggest Mouth battle of the bands competition. The annual contest, typically held at
The Metro, 3730 N. Clark St., drew almost 500 audience members this year. Students
wanting to compete at Biggest Mouth must first audition and be chosen by the organizer
of the event, Columbia's Student Programming Board. In addition to sponsored prizes,
the first place winner receives $1000 and a chance to open for the headliner of Columbia's
annual Manifest Urban Arts Festival. This year's winner was student group ConSoul,
with Elk Walking and Zoofunkyou taking second and third prizes.
» PHOTOS SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE

Savannah Dickhut, vocalist for second-place winner Elk Walking, brought
sass to the indie-folk rock band.

ConSoul, the first place winners of this year's Biggest Mouth competition, made the crowd dance with its Mesmerizing the audience with his acoustic perfor- Tupni, a three-person rap group, performed an enfoot-stomping music and soaring vocals that captivated attendees.
mance, Oku took the stage with his guitar and charm. ergetic set of rap music at Biggest Mouth.

ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR ROOMMATES?
RENT OUT SOUTH
LOOP CLUBHOUSE!
STUDIOS STARTING AT $900/MONTH
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT

CONGRESS

HARRISON

clubhousestudios@comcast.net

MICHIGAN

WABASH

STATE
BALBO

chicagoclubhousestudios.com

24

The Columbia Chronicle

Under 21
NO I.D., NO PROBLEM

» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

The Second City

Auditorium Theatre of
Roosevelt University

Gene Siskel Film Center

Old Town's iconic comedy club—the training ground for comedy legends such as Tina
Fey and Stephen Colbert—features local improv talents on its many stages. You can take
non-credit classes or see the free improv
shows that run almost every night after the
Mainstage show, if you are willing to stay
up late.

Well-known dance, theatre and music
groups from around the world perform at the
Auditorium Theatre. The historical theatre,
which doubles as Columbia's graduation
venue, is located right on campus. To receive
emails about $15 student rush tickets, contact the box office.

This movie theater, located at 164 N. State
St., offers discounts for students and has
been showing films in Chicago since 1972
when it was created by the School of the
Art Institute of Chicago to showcase seldom-seen art films. It's still one of the best
places to catch indie films, historical retrospectives and appearances by film directors.

Art Museums

Concert Venues

Navy Pier

Wrigley Field

Columbia students get into the Art Institute and the Museum of Contemporary Art—
both world-renowned cultural institutions—
for free with a student ID. In addition to the
permanent exhibits, both museums feature
special exhibitions throughout the year.

From huge venues like Soldier Field and the
United Center to small ones like Subterranean,
the Metro or Columbia's own Haus in the 623
S. Wabash Ave. Building, there is no shortage
of music venues in Chicago. While some concerts are 21+, many allow under 21 fans.

As Navy Pier celebrates its 100-year anniversary, it is undergoing major renovations
that will make the pier more fun for Chicagoans as well as tourists. A recent addition
is a new, larger Ferris wheel that provides a
unique view of the city.

During baseball season, it is not hard to
find cheap tickets to a Cubs game. After
the game you can explore the places to eat
and shop in Lakeview and Wrigleyville, the
neighborhoods that surround the famous
ivy-fringed field.

named the "best
drinking city in America" by GQ in 2014,
the city still has many interesting places
to explore for Chicagoans below legal age.
Here are some great options for under-21
fun, though there's nothing wrong with
watching flicks with friends or having a
dance party at home.
ALTHOUGH CHICAGO WAS

DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771

PUNK ROCK
MONDAYS

$1 American Beer

$2 Jim Beam
Free Pool !!!

Check Out More Events

Delilahschicago.com
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Columbia's
			Checklist
School

Dorm
· Kitchen supplies

Whether it's to cope with Chicago's winters—aptly dubbed "Chi-beria"
in past years—or better prepare for the college's unique dorm experience that often includes kitchens and private bathrooms, Columbia's
must-have list is not like the one new college students often find from
internet searches. The Chronicle's employees reflected on their own
college experiences to take inventory of what they were glad to have—or
wished they had—during their first weeks as an undergrad.

City Life

Seasonal

· Lyft/Uber apps

· Winter gear

· Walking home alone apps

· Rain boots

· Bathroom supplies
-Toilet paper

· Ventra app

· Waterproof jacket

· Walking shoes

· Umbrella

· Water bottle

· Netflix/Hulu account

· Student ID

· Sunglasses

· Calendar/planner

· Laundry/dishwasher pods

· Chicago Public Library card

· Touch-screen gloves

· External hard drive

-Pots & pans
-Plates & silverware

· Shoulder/laptop bag
· Headphones
· Chegg textbook rental app

-Hand soap

Arti Café
t
-SINCE 1961-

15% OFF

412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

Students, faculty, and staff

312.939.7855

Mon - Thurs
Void Friday - Sunday

Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner · After Theater · Fine Wines · Great Spirits · Espresso

WE DELIVER!

1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.583.9940

Gelato · Espresso · Desserts · Soup · Salads · Sandwiches · Burgers · Wraps

www.artists-cafe.com
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Alumnus illuminates
Wabash el tracks

$59,000 for the project, exceeding
their goal of $55,000.
“[We want to] engage as many
people in the process as possible,” Unger said. “We want to try
and make it feel like the people
» GRETCHEN STERBA
Newell and Unger said their of Chicago, the people of the U.S.
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
project’s mission is to encourage [and] the people of the world, are
public interaction by having stu- interested and feel ownership.”
WABASH AVENUE IS home to a pleth- dents, residents and tourists parUnger and Newell said the
ora of restaurants, shops and, of ticipate in the display’s funding.
attention from their Kickstarter
course, Columbia’s campus. Very
“Usually in public art, there campaign made people take their
little sunshine pierces through the aren’t members of the public project more seriously.
gloomy elevated tracks above the invited into the funding, the art
“We went from being these weirstreet, but the area has brightened side or any part of it,” Newell said. dos with a crazy idea to, ‘This actuup considerably with the addition "We’re trying to think of a different ally has some legs,’” Unger said.
of bands of colorful, interactive way to approach public art.”
Unger said he and Newell
LED lights, thanks to a crowdNewell and Unger met in 2004 will partner with BucketFeet, a
sourced public art project.
at a Second City improv class and Chicago company that customThe first phase of “The Wabash soon became close friends because izes sneakers with artist-inspired
Lights” installation project, a beta of their artistic backgrounds. As designs, in order to showcase
test, was completed Feb. 4. The their friendship grew, they began some of the artists’ work on the
project consists of four 12-foot- collaborating on the lighting.
Wabash Lights.
long LED light sections mounted
“We are both people who, when
The creators are also talking to
beneath the tracks between we want to do something, don’t Chicago teachers who plan to use
Monroe and Adams streets.
just say we want to do it—we try to the lights in their art education
The project's creators Jack make it happen,” Unger said. “Once curriculum. They will discuss
Newell, a 2004 Columbia film + we got this idea stuck in our brains, concepts relating to public art and
video alumnus, and Seth Unger it was tough for us to shake it.”
student design to expose students
hope to eventually extend the
Through Kickstarter, Newell to telling a different story with a
lighting along Wabash Avenue.
and Unger raised more than digital canvas.

Alderman Brendan Reilly (42nd
Ward) recently expressed support
for the Wabash Lights project in
Unger and Newell’s press release
on Feb. 1.
“The Wabash Lights is really
a collision of cutting-edge LED
technology and public art for the
purpose of enhancing the aesthetic and cultural experience
on Wabash,” Reilly said in the
press release.

Now, Unger and Newell have
to raise $5 million in five years to
realize the project.
“Many have voiced their support,”
Unger said. “Many have pledged
their support with their dollars.
Now it’s just scaling that up to get
some of these bigger players in the
door and help us reach our goal
and the next phase of the project.”
chronicle@colum.edu

» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
The Wabash Lights, located between Monroe and Adams streets, were flipped on
for their beta light test on Feb. 4.

230 S. Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL
Near Jackson Blvd.
60604.
312-427-5580

800-421-1899

M-F : 8:30am-5:30pm
SAT: 8:30am-5pm

24 HOUR FAX
Fax: 312-427-1898
www.centralcamera.com

Additional
5% Discount
For students,
teachers and
faculty on most supplies

Offering the “gift” of photography. Photographic headquarters since 1899— Our “117th year”
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for these positions by earning a top grade
in an SI course.
Levy said she looks for students who have
strong communication skills, a good understanding of the course and the ability to easily explain confusing concepts to students.
Student leaders work approximately seven
hours a week for minimum wage, she said.
“It is convenient because you're right here
on campus, [and] we build the SI sections
around the student leaders’ schedules,” Levy
said. “They can easily have enough time to
get to their next class, eat, study for their
next exam [and] gain teaching experience.”

IT Media Services & Open
Labs Assistant
their journey,” Egle said. “[They should]
understand the value of asking for help.”

» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
STAFF WRITER

L

ast academic year, 1,600 undergrad students were employed on campus, according to Eric Wordlow, Columbia's assistant director of student employment. Job hours are capped at a maximum of 20 a week and most jobs pay
Chicago's minimum wage, which will raise to $10.50 July 1. Working for Columbia
enables students to develop professional habits and gain a variety of skills while still
focusing on their number one priority—school.

Learning Studio Tutor
Undergraduate and graduate students
have the opportunity to work as paid tutors
for the Learning Studio, located on the first
floor of the 618 S. Michigan Ave. Building.
Tutors are responsible for helping students
with their writing assignments across
departments and majors.
“What we do in [every session] is talk
about writing,” said Nita Meola, senior
director of tutoring at the Learning Studio.
“As we continue to talk about writing, we
get better at it.”
Undergrads who received a B or higher
grade in the “Writing and Rhetoric II”
course, have a GPA of 3.0 or higher and
will be first semester juniors in the fall are
invited to take the “Writing Center: Theory
and Practice” course, Meola said, which is
a prerequisite to tutoring.
A typical tutor works 12 hours a week but
is allowed to work up to 20 hours, according
to Meola.
“This is about students that do well in
college that can help other students do well
in college,” she said.

Residence Assistant
The Residence Life office employs 38 student residence assistants every academic
year. Each RA is responsible for supervising

and interacting with a group of about 50–60
students living in the same on-campus housing. As compensation, each RA receives free
housing for the entire academic year and a
monthly stipend of $270.
“It is a little bit different [than a regular
job because] you are living in your job 24/7,”
said Mary Oakes, director of Residence Life.
Oakes said the requirements for this
position include a GPA of 2.7 or higher, at
least one semester as a student and good
time management and interpersonal skills.

Supplemental Instructor &
Peer Study Group Leader
Undergraduate students interested
in becoming a "supplemental instructor leader" must complete one of the
courses that use supplemental instructors to be considered for the program,
such as “Introduction to Audio Theory,”
“Accounting” and “Garment Construction.”
This position requires students to attend
and take notes in their designated classes,
lead interactive study groups and plan a
weekly study guide for the sessions.
Lynn Levy, manager of supplemental
instruction and new student placement at
the Learning Studio, said students qualify

The Open Computer Labs located in 618
S. Michigan Ave., 33 E. Congress and 1104
S. Wabash Buildings offer positions for level
1 and level 2 assistants.
Tim Bodzioney, coordinator of IT Media
Services and Open Labs, said level 1 assistants are in charge of helping students with
basic technological and software questions
while level 2 assistants are in charge of
responding to technological and software
problem solving.
He said he looks for students who maintain a good academic record, are punctual
and express a positive attitude when working with other students.
Bodzioney said level 1 assistants are paid
minimum wage while level 2 assistants are
paid $1 more an hour.
"It keeps students connected to the
school," Bodzioney said. "The skills they pick
up are applicable in their future careers."
asalcedo@chroniclemail.com

Peer Academic Coach
Students interested in assisting other
students on a weekly basis with improving time management skills, academic and
study strategies and the ability to manage
college systems such as Oasis and Moodle
can apply to be peer academic coaches.
As director for the Conaway Achievement
Project, a resource center for special needs
students and first generation college students, Andrea Egle is manager of the Peer
Academic Coaching Program. She said the
requirements for peer academic coaches
include a GPA of 2.5 or higher, sophomore
status and availability for both the fall and
spring semesters.
“We are looking for students who have
successfully navigated the Columbia experience, so they can guide other students on

» PHOTOS G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
The Learning Studio, located at the first floor of the 618 S. Michigan Ave. Building, offers students tutoring jobs as one of the several on-campus jobs at Columbia.
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Student winners take
over walls of WAC
» LAUREN KOSTIUK & KYRA SENESE
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER & CONTRIBUTING WRITER
THREE STUDENT WINNERS of the Wabash Arts

Corridor competition—one banner designer
and two muralists—were part of the college’s
inaugural Big Walls Street Art Festival. The
students were featured with 17 esteemed
local, international and alumni street artists.
The finalists, who competed against
five other students, are senior photography major Charles Loggins, who created
five banners displayed above the Averill
and Bernard Leviton A+D Gallery, 619 S.
Wabash Ave.; senior design major Andrea
Dunn, whose mural is on the south-facing
wall of the 623 S. Wabash Ave. Building and
was made in time for this spring’s Manifest;
and senior design major JJ McLuckie,
whose mural will be displayed in October
2016 on the same wall over Dunn’s mural.
Voting took place at the Arcade Gallery,
619 S. Michigan Ave., where student finalists
displayed banners and murals alongside a
brief history of the WAC. The South Loop
community voted for its favorite mural and
banner during March 31–April 22.
“The work is so impressive," said Mark
Kelly, vice president of Student Success. "I
looked at every one of [the proposals] and
said, ‘Give it to all of them."
Dunn said she is excited to have the opportunity to complete such a large-scale work
of art on campus.
“I’ve worked on sets for plays, but it’s
not the same as painting a
detailed mural on a wall,” she
said. “It’s definitely an honor
to have my work on such a
popular building on campus
so many people walk past
every day.”
Her winning design depicts
a black-and-white peacock,
which she said differs from
her typical artistic style
because of its freeform design.
She said she thinks the design
appeals to a broader audience.
Matt Doherty, a lecturer
in the Design Department
teaches the “Management
for Designers” course, which
Dunn took this past semester.
He said he was not surprised
to learn she had been chosen as one of the
winning student muralists.
“She has a delightful hand and a wonderful

sense of detail and whimsy,” he said. “I
think it’s significant that she gets the 623
S. Wabash Ave. Building because we’ve got
murals going up all up and down the WAC,
so it’s really nice to have her work on our
home building that design students spend
most of their time in.”
Loggins said he wanted to create banners
that reflect people breaking away from what
haunts or worries them.
“I wanted to portray [the conflict] using
birds,” Loggins said. “Birds reflect the most
liberating animal on the planet because they
go wherever they want.”
McLuckie, who was a finalist for both
the mural and banner competitions, said he
used the WAC as an “urban art museum” by
working outside of a set frame.
“We are all frame-based, and I wanted
to work on bringing the gallery out into the
public,” McLuckie said. “[That] is why all of
my ideas I submitted had the images coming
in and out of the frames and interacting
more with the environment around [them].”
McLuckie previously worked with
high-profile street artists including Ben
Eine, Tatyana Fazlalizadeh, KASHINK and
Ricky Lee Gordon, all of whom have been
featured on the WAC.
“It feels like my hard work is finally paying
off since [becoming] involved in WAC and
volunteering,” McLuckie said. “I can finally
have my own piece of work up with them.”
chronicle@colum.edu

» Courtesy ANDREA DUNN
A mural by Andrea Dunn, a senior design major,
was featured in Columbia's first Big Walls Street
Art Festival in May. She was one of three student
winners whose work is displayed on campus.
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Around the world

FOR

COLUMBIA

STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF
D O W NTO W N CA M PU S

$

15 10
$

All day Mon. thru Fri.
All taxes included

Valid up to 12 hours

Discounted parking is now
available at 17 E. Adams
To receive your discount, download iPark Express
from the App Store or Google Play.
Use parking promo code student598

Must have @loop.colum.edu email address to qualify.
If your school domain address does not appear above,
or if you have any questions, please contact us at
iparkit597@intpark.com
Monroe

I

Adams

PARK

50 East
Jackson

E
Michigan

State
Van Buren

I

312-583-9100
Devildawgs.com

Depaul
Center

I

767 S. STATE ST.CHICAGO, IL 60605

E

Railway
Exchange
Building

I
Wabash

Jackson

Lewis Center

With a purchase of $5 or more

Symphony
Center
Depaul
Center
Science Ctr

abreck@chroniclemail.com

Small Drink
+
Small Fries

In after 3pm all day Sat. & Sun.
All taxes included
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to people, businesses and organizations from around the world, Chicago
is a very globally connected community.
The city offers opportunities for its residents to expand their knowledge of the
world. These opportunities are especially
important for college students who are on
the path to becoming adults.
The connection Columbia has to Chicago
and the rest of the world was of great value to
me when I was deciding where to go for college.
An understanding of the world is something
that should be of value to all young people.
Understanding a community is the first
step toward gaining global understanding.
Chicago is a perfect example of that. As a
city that is so connected to the international
community, it is almost impossible to ignore
the issues of the world. Recognizing the
issues in Chicago can help residents have
a better understanding of people in other
cities, states and countries.
It has always been a dream of mine, as I
think it is for many young people, to travel
the world. For many people, this interest in
travel comes from wanting to understand
different parts of the world.
AS A HOME

• D I S C O U NT E D P A R K I N G •

I

» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

I came to college wanting to pursue a
career as an international correspondent
and to get the necessary experience I thought
I would need to do a study abroad program.
I did participate in one of Columbia's
several, department-based study abroad
programs and travel to Ireland.
I realized during that program that I can
get the experience I thought I could only get
abroad without leaving the city. Learning in
a global city and exploring the communities
that it holds can sometimes provide even
more opportunities than traveling the world.
Chinatown, Greektown, Little Italy,
Pilsen and Humboldt Park are just a few of
the places in Chicago that people from all
over the world call home.
Communities like these have helped me
understand the issues of the world and how
they relate back to people throughout the
United States.
Institutions like The National Hellenic
Museum, The National Museum of Mexican
Art, The Auditorium Theater of Roosevelt
University, The Art Institute and The Jay
Pritzker Pavilion foster understanding of
different people, cultures, countries, races,
ethnicities and religions through performance, exhibitions, activism and lectures.
It is especially easy to go to any of these
institutions because most of them offer
discounted or free admission to students.
Whether students are pursuing music,
film, poetry, journalism or any other field,
becoming immersed in the global community and developing an understanding of it
will help young creative people stand out—in
their personal life and in an increasingly
diverse and global job market.
Columbia is a unique community of people
who are unapologetically themselves. As you
become a citizen of Chicago and, in turn, the
world, being involved in these communities
will help you learn more about yourself—an
experience I do not think I would have had
at any other college.

I

				 in 500 words
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Pop-up alley parties

surveys taken at the end of each to Snow City Arts, a children’s events because they are unprecharity that provides art and dictable and innovative.
event within the series.
“Some people bring their fami- education to long-term patients
“Every day we work is a differlies and dogs, and some are urban in children hospitals.
ent and unique experience, and
Jonathan Heuring, develop- that’s exactly what ACTIVATE
explorers," Gamze said. "Other
ment
and communications direc- is as well,” Heuring said.
people are students and residents
tor
at
Snow City Arts, said the
not interacting with others, but who live nearby and others come
Admission to the events is free.
organization
found the series of Specific details of ACTIVATE
when you are in this space where from outlying neighborhoods."
you have got art and music and
Gamze said ACTI VATE events presented by the Chicago events will be announced two weeks
you are dancing, it all turns into recently began a charity partner- Loop Alliance fit its mission of prior to each event. To register, go to
a really [immersive] experience,” ship, something the organization bringing arts to people through- LoopChicago.com/Activate.
Gamze added.
has never done before. Some of the out the community. He added
Alleyway visitors will be able to events' proceeds will be donated that he also appreciates the alley
chronicle@colum.edu
take part in the art, said Michael
Edwards, president and CEO of
the Chicago Loop Alliance, in a
March 29 press release. He also
said ACTIVATE is stepping up its
game like never before.
“This year, we are taking audience participation to the next
level,” Edwards said in the press
release. “Each year, ACTIVATE
continues to grow and evolve.
We are thrilled to present a new
series of events to residents and
visitors who have attended in past
years and to those who will be
» Photos Courtesy ELIZABETH NEUKIRCH
experiencing it for the first time.”
Chicagoans and outsiders can purchase tickets to Members of the local art community are able to engage in varGamze said the demographics ACTIVATE’s alley-based art series that involves interactive ious types of art related to this year’s ACTIVATE shows' theme:
of participants vary, according to art as well as music.
the five senses.

return to Loop this summer

» GRETCHEN STERBA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

music that
appeal to all five senses will soon
come to uncommon Chicago gathering places—alleys.
ACTIVATE, a Chicago Loop
Alliance arts series, returned for
a third year May 13 and will host
pop-up alley experiences in the
Loop until October 31.
Last summer, more than 30,000
people attended the ACTIVATE
events, which transformed alleys
into urban art and social events
that filled the typically underutilized spaces in the city.
For this season, the theme is
“art and music of the five senses,”
according to Marla Gamze, marketing director for the Chicago
Loop Alliance.
“We all know what it’s like when
you’re on the street and you are
INTERACTIVE ART AND

Ideally located in
the heart of historic
Printer’s Row sits
Hotel Blake, a
boutique Chicago
Hotel. Whether you
visit Chicago for
business or pleasure,
Hotel Blake offers
upscale Chicago
Accommodations
along with
impeccable service.
When making reservations
mention the Columbia College
Friends and Family rate for
special discounts and offers.

Contact us at: 312-986-1234
312-986-1234
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ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and
we're not french either. my subs just taste
a little better, that's all! I wanted to
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but
my mom told me to stick with gourmet.
Regardless of what she thinks, freaky fast
is where it's at. I hope you love 'em as much
as i do! peace!

Established in Charleston, IL
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.

8" SUB SANDWICHES

GIANT club sandwiches

All of my sandwiches are 8 inches of homemade
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats &
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this
store! It tastes better that way!

#1 PEPE®

SLIMS™
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese,
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original)

#3 TOTALLY TUNA®

slim
slim
slim
slim
slim
slim

#4 TURKEY TOM®

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
®

#5 VITO®

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

#2 BIG JOHN®

Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo,
lettuce & tomato.
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato.
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional)
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
The original (Sprouts* optional)

1
2
3
4
5
6

Ham & cheese
Roast beef
Tuna salad
Turkey breast
Salami, capicola, cheese
Double provolone

JJ UNWICH

The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 THE VEGGIE

Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only, Sprouts* optional)
Bacon, lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(My B.L.T. rocks)

or th
ig e
JJ ina
’S l

J.J.B.L.T.®

★ sides ★

MYHESS) ★
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O
Y
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E
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DELIVERY ORDERS may include
a delivery charge.

★ Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie
★ Extra load of meat
★ Extra cheese or extra avocado spread

ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM

freebies (subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber,
hot peppers, Dijon mustard, yellow mustard,
oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts*.

#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB
1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham,
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®

Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese,
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®

Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham,
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo & our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(Order it with hot peppers)

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB®

A full 1/4 pound of medium rare roast beef,
provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®

Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

★ Soda Pop
★ Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle

My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order!

Sprouts*
optional
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo!

#12 BEACH CLUB®

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my
7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie sandwich
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®

Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
An American classic!

#15 CLUB TUNA®

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®
The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa
salami, sliced smoked ham, capicola,
roast beef, turkey & provolone,
jammed into one of our homemade
French buns, then smothered with
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our
homemade Italian vinaigrette.

The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one
has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone,
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional)

#16 CLUB LULU®

Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!)

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!" ®
*WARNING: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ADVISES THAT EATING RAW OR UNDER-COOKED SPROUTS POSES A HEALTH RISK TO EVERYONE, BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE ELDERLY, CHILDREN, PREGNANT WOMEN, AND PERSONS WITH WEAKENED
IMMUNE SYSTEMS. THE CONSUMPTION OF RAW SPROUTS MAY RESULT IN AN INCREASED RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR PHYSICIAN OR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes.
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The Columbia Chronicle
was a five-hour drive. I was actually shooting on assignment that day, and my friend
said, “Do you want to go? I’ll pay for gas.”
I said, “It is five hours away, why not?”
That was two days after Mike Brown
was killed. I got there a little earlier than
some of the other [journalists]. It was a
good experience.

Recent grad photographs
protests to war zones
Wroblewski, whose work has been published by The New York Times, The Wall
Street Journal and CNN, met with President
lex Wroblewski, 2016 journal- Barack Obama on April 18 after accepting
ism alumnus, was in Madison, his award.
Wisconsin, doing his homework,
Following his graduation in May,
when he got a call from the White House Wroblewski began working full-time as
announcing he had been named Student a photography intern with The New York
Photographer of the Year.
Times for the summer.
Wroblewski had won first in the “Eyes
The Chronicle spoke with Wroblewski
of History” competition, a multimedia and about his passion for photojournalism, his
photography contest organized by the White fears when covering war zones and his deciHouse News Photographers Association.
sion to cover Ferguson and Iraq.
Persuaded to enter the competition by a
friend when covering the Iowa caucuses THE CHRONICLE: How did you get into the
in February, Wroblewski submitted his photojournalism field?
portfolio including black-and-white images ALEX WROBLEWSKI: I grew up skateboarddepicting gun violence in Chicago, the 2014 ing and used to make skateboarding videos
Ferguson protests and his Iraq coverage.
and take pictures. I took a photography class,

» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
STAFF WRITER

A

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

Senior journalism major Alex Wroblewski
met with President Barack Obama on April
18 after winning the 2016 “Eyes of History”
photography contest.

and the teacher was a journalist. After that
class, I went back to Wisconsin, and the
local newspaper, The Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel, started giving me assignments—
mostly shooting concerts. They started
giving me other assignments, and I started
listening to the radio, reading newspapers
and kind of fell into it by accident.

Why did you go to Iraq?
A mentor of mine was able to introduce
me to some Iraqi journalists she used to
work with, and they were planning an
embed trip [where] you work with the
military, and they take care of you; you
eat with them, sleep with them, etc. [The
soldiers were] about to reclaim the city
[of Tikrit] from ISIS, so they wanted a
journalist there.
Do you have any fears when covering
war zones?
There are snipers and [Improvised Explosive
Devices]; those are a real threat. [Iraq] is a
tough country to work in. There were multiple times when I was worried about if I was
going to make it out safely.

Why did you decide to visit Ferguson
during the 2014 protests?
Read more at ColumbiaChronicle.com.
I went there the day after Al Jazeera jourasalcedo@chroniclemail.com
nalists were teargassed by the police. It
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American Authors talks ‘the next level’
THE CHRONICLE: How is the new
album different from previous ones?
ZAC BARNETT: We tried to take a lot of
the stuff our fans like and love about us from
Oh, What a Life and take that to the next level
as far as sounds go. [We] brought back some
of the old instruments, like mandolin and
banjo, but also experimented with different
sounds like vocal samples. We brought back
a lot of piano [and] bigger harmonies.
Lyrically, the first album was much more
about where we’d come from and the journey
to where we’re at now. This one is really more
focused on what we live for right now, all the
obstacles and struggles we have in the future
and what we’re doing today.

American Authors started as a
band called The Blue Pages in
2007 when its members were
attending Boston's Berklee
College of Music.

» Courtesy JESSE DEFORIO

The song was released as a single, a track
on the band’s self-titled EP and on its first
full-length album, Oh, What a Life, in 2014.
wo years after American Authors’
Leading up to the release of What We
debut album reached gold status, the Live For, American Authors will perform
indie rock band is set to release its in “intimate” club settings on tour that
sophomore album, What We Live For, on stopped May 4 at the Subterranean, 2011
July 1.
W. North Ave., for a sold-out show.
Best known for the single, “Best Day of My
The Chronicle spoke with American
Life,” American Authors achieved world- Authors’ vocalist Zac Barnett about What
wide recognition after the song was featured We Live For, the band's ability to stay together
on TV shows, commercials, movies and for nearly 10 years and the name change from
video games and certified triple platinum. The Blue Pages to American Authors.
» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

T

How long has What We Live For been
in the works?
We worked on this album for a year or so.
We’ve been writing for it and coming up
with different songs and working on it. It
was crazy because, when we first started
recording about a year ago, we came up with
a bunch of material [so] we could have just
stopped, and we would have had an album
right there. In just the last few months, we
kept writing, and some of our best material came out of those sessions. A bunch of
those songs ended up making the album
and taking over.

Why did the band’s name change from
The Blue Pages to American Authors?
We were living in a new city—we had
moved to Brooklyn, New York—and our
music had just changed so much from
where it began. We were being influenced
by so many new things that it was just time
for a fresh start.
We’ve grown as people over the years,
and our music has progressed. It’s always
been rock music and pop music. One of
the best parts of where our music is now
is that when we came up with our first
album, we weren’t really trying to fit into
any sort of label or scene. We were just
having fun and writing the lyrics that
came from the heart and adding in any
kind of sound we could.
What has kept American Authors
together for so long?
It’s always nice, especially when you’re in a
collaborative setting, to be open-minded, to
be open to new ideas and to be open to working with one another. I think the biggest
things [are] communication and listening.
It’s the most important part about all relationships—always being open and hearing
the other person’s side.
zeitel@chroniclemail.com

Procrastination playlist
» LARUEN KOSTIUK

DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

“No Problem”

“One Dance”

“Sorry”
“Alright”

Twin Peaks
Beyonce
Kendrick Lamar

OPERATIONS ASSISTANT

PHOTO EDITOR

“All Night”

“Keep It Together”

» ETHAN STOCKING ANDERSON

» MARIA CARDONA

“Don't You Worry 'Bout A Thing” Stevie Wonder

Chance The Rapper
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Chance The Rapper

“Cheap Thrills”
“Needed Me”
“WTF (Where They From)”

Drake
Sia & Sean Paul
Rhianna
Missy Elliot

“The Art of Forgetting”

The Stepkids

Staff Playlist
» ALEXANDER AGHAYERE

ART DIRECTOR

“Meow”

“You Haven't Done Nothin'” Stevie Wonder

“Idle Talk”

“When Problems Arise”

“Watch Me Dance”

“Stay Up Late”
“Stress”

Fishbone
Talking Heads

Organized Konfusion

Anamanaguchi
iamiamiwhoami
Tom Misch

“Cigarette Daydreams” Cage The Elephant
“Chick Habit”

April March
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our staff’s
top 5 picks:

video & blog
reviews

Video: “Presidential
Candidate Impressions”
A video of a Chicago middle-schooler's graduation speech
went viral for the impersonations
of Bernie Sanders, Donald Trump,
Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton and
Ted Cruz he did in the speech. Most
people never dream of hearing
Obama talk about dancing and
doing yoga in gym class, or Sanders
talk about eating school lunches
with his friends, but I am glad this
kid made that dream come true.

Blog: “Lilith”
While this blog, started by Columbia students in January,
announced June 17 they will be
moving to an online publication
format, they will still be giving
people the opportunity to share
and discuss their experiences
with coming out, eating disorders,
micro-aggressions, intersectional
feminism and more. You can read
older work and look out for new
posts at WeAreLilith.org.

PLACES TO
EAT OUTSIDE
THE LOOP

REASONS I
DON'T MISS
THE 'BURBS

PLACES TO NAP
ON CAMPUS

» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

Antique Taco

Fake beach vs. real beach

731 S. Plymouth Court Lobby

Insultingly close to Wicker Park's Taco
Bell, Antique Taco’s hipster-esque atmosphere and Mexican cuisine often have me
on the brink of tears. The restaurant’s true
gem is its chili cheese curds, which can
make even the most cynical of art students
upload food pics to Instagram.

People from the western Chicago suburbs know of Centennial Beach—a quarry in Naperville that was made into a mix
between a public pool and a beach you
have to pay to enjoy. Though Centennial is nice for parents to bring their kids
to for the day, it doesn't hold a candle to
Lake Michigan's beaches.

731 S. Plymouth Court is not only home
to a gym and residence hall, but its bean
bags are perfect for sleeping between
classes. They're located on the first floor
of the building—an area open to all students—and are great as long as you don't
mind people passing by while you sleep.

Cheesie’s Pub and Grub
With Belmont Red Line and Damen Blue
Line locations, Cheesie’s signature sandwiches are nothing like the ones made in
dorm rooms. Grilled cheeses include ingredients like macaroni and cheese, chicken tenders and french fries. Your arteries
won’t thank you, but your taste buds will.
Chicago Diner
As an avid meat-eater, I thought I would
hate the diner that boasts "meat free since
'83"—until I tried its vegan milkshakes
and nachos. Located in Lakeview and Logan Square, I would take my parents there
if they didn't already think I was turning
into the stereotypical "city art student."

916 S. Wabash Ave.
Shopping
Suburban malls may be the settings of
many high school movies, but shopping
centers in Chicago are where you'll find
the newest trendy styles sold in a variety
of stores from Gap to Saks Fifth Avenue.
Although, I do miss Auntie Anne's Pretzels when visiting shops on State Street.
People from high school
No matter the size of your suburb, it's
still impossible to avoid all the people
from high school. But in a city of almost
3 million people, you're probably never
going to have to see that weird kid from
your 10th grade English class again.

Parson’s Chicken & Fish

Independence

This Humboldt Park hub has a menu full
of, well, duh. Along with fried chicken
sandwiches to die for, its dessert is from
local treasure Bang Bang Pie & Biscuits—
enough to make me fall in love at first bite.

While it can be overwhelming at first to
no longer have someone to cook or clean
for you—or to remind you to do your
laundry, it is also very liberating.

Homeslice Wheel House
In a city with unbelievable pizza chains,
Lincoln Park's Homeslice slays the game
solo. Not only are there 31 different pizza
options—either personal-sized or larger—
there's also solid drink choices for the 21-and-over crowd.

One of the best places to nap here is The
Loft on the fourth floor, which has lots of
couches and bean bags. Sometimes student organizations meet in this area, but
you can find a quiet corner or use headphones to drown them out.
33 E. Congress Parkway
The second floor of this building has
several benches students are frequently
spotted napping on. However, the building's real nap time gem is the fifth floor.
There you will find some hammocks and
other brightly colored resting places.
623 S. Wabash Ave.
If you walk around the first floor of this
building, you will find lots of secluded
spots perfect for a nap. If you're taking a
nap here or anywhere else, set an alarm
so you can still get yourself to class.
Residence halls

Restaurants
The suburbs are jam-packed with chain
restaurants like T.G.I. Fridays, Chipotle
and Olive Garden. I love to eat at those
places as much as the next person, but
Chicago offers a variety of eateries you
won't find in more than a couple locations, such as Flacos Tacos or Cafecito.

These are by far the most convenient and
comfortable places to nap on campus. If
you do not live in one of Columbia's five
on-campus housing locations, make a
friend who does. The residence halls are
all close to where most classes are located, so it's easy to take a break between
classes to catch a couple z's.

reviews
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"MATHWAY"

SCREEN

"SCHOOL OF ROCK"
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MUSIC

“I LOVE COLLEGE”
BY ASHER ROTH

RANDOM

NOT SETTING AN
ALARM

» JESSICA SCOTT
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

» LAUREN KOSTIUK
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

If you’re like me, you hate math and
have no idea why it’s necessary to
learn. For my math classes, I rely on
the app “Mathway.” Once downloaded, all you have to do is enter the math
problem and it will show you step-bystep how to solve the problem and arrive at the correct answer. This app can
be a life-saver for those problems you
just can’t solve.

“School of Rock” might not seem like a
typical college movie, but it’s basically
what Columbia is. From strange teachers to our annual Biggest Mouth competition, students can live out the plot
of this movie. Even if you're not pursuing your “School of Rock” dreams,
it’s still a great movie. The actress who
played the band’s bassist also lives in
Chicago, so you might see her around.

This classic hit from 2009 is the anthem for as-seen-in-movies college
life. If a dorm party is ever getting lame,
throw on this jam. It’s bound to make
people dance like it’s their prom night
again. The song is all about embracing
your sacred college years. Even though
"that party last night was awfully crazy," school is most important. Don't
forget it.

While I have only done this once
during my college career, it was the
most terrifying 20 minutes of my life.
New students, be warned that your
parents are no longer there to wake
you up if you forget to set your alarm
clock or phone before bed—and that
they are fully charged while you sleep.
Don't be forced to attend 9 a.m. class
sans shower or in pajamas.
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When my laptop overheated freshman
year, I turned to Google Drive, so a hard
copy of my work would automatically
be saved. Having this technology on
my laptop, phone and iPad lets me finish everything on the go or at home,
whether it's a paper or a slideshow.
The downfall to the app is the edit
tracker in group projects. If you aren’t
doing as much of the work, there’s no
way to hide it from your groupmates.

Josh Radnor is definitely on my list of
favorite actors. In “Liberal Arts,” his
character is an admissions counselor
in New York City who returns to his
alma mater for a former professor’s retirement party. The way Radnor played
his character’s dedication to his professor was beautiful and touching, and his
college-student love interest also made
me feel experience a whirlwind of emotions throughout the film.

Wye Oak made an addition to its six-album discography on June 9, to the surprise of its fans. The new album titled
“Tween” shows the band’s more abrasive side, slightly moving away from its
more pop heavy 2014 release “Shriek.”
The change in sound brings about some
great lyrical moments that are subdued
under the bands most ambitious instrumentation yet, using multiple tracks of
recording on top of one another.

You’re thinking, “Wow no more
cooking! I don’t know how to cook, so
this is great!” It’s not. The UC’s meal
plan gives students various options
like salads, pizza, a sandwich bar and
“special occasion” cooking. However, I’ve seen most students rely on
the pizza and sandwiches instead of
trying the salads, which can mean
putting on the freshman 15 if they
are not careful.
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Social media—better to
be safe than sorry

» LAUREN KOSTIUK
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

than nearly any
other demographic, are constantly checking
the latest tweet or hilarious story on Snapchat. In 2015, 90 percent of young adults
were social media users, according to an
October 8, 2015, Pew Research Center study.
Being part of a generation of informed and
active social media users is nothing to be
ashamed of. Social media is a great tool for
marketing and self-promoting and staying
connected with old friends, but it can also
cause long-lasting career damage.
Media experts say, “Everything on the
internet is permanent,” and sadly it is
true. As social media activity increases,
more employers are checking social media
accounts before granting interviews or
accepting applicants. While this may not
seem applicable to art students or their
career goals, freelance clients and creative companies care about this just as
much as the traditional business market.
It is time to revamp your social media
account with some minor adjustments to
complement your transition into adulthood.
COLLEGE STUDENTS, MORE

And yes, you can still have a personality and
keep your accounts professional.
A way to avoid a potential slip-up is to use
the "mom test." Ask yourself if you would
show your mom the specific photo or status
in question before posting.
Delete all the negative posts and pictures
that don’t highlight your successes or personality. I know you may disagree with certain professors or feel strongly about the
current presidential election, but be smart.
Don’t post things you wouldn’t want to say
in an interview.
Don’t rely on privacy settings in a world
where anything can be shared online—be
proactive and clean up your accounts by
deleting all of your inappropriate posts. You
can find several tools to help with your digital presence by easily searching “reputation
management.” You never know who already
saw—or worse, screenshot it—some misconceived post before it was removed.
Always spellcheck. There is nothing
worse than confusing "their" with "there."
This will not look good to future employers
or even your peers. It is important to build a
good reputation, no matter your career goal.
Try Googling yourself, including Google
images. It sounds weird, but you might be
surprised what pops up. You always want
to put your best foot forward, which means
using keywords on social media to ensure
positive content appears on search engines.
Let someone you value monitor your
social media accounts so they can let you
know if a post is inappropriate. Sometimes
you won't think before posting, and it is
nice knowing someone has your back if
you slip up.
So before you pick up your phone to post a
video on Facebook of you chugging a beer to
impress your 10 or 10,000 friends, remember
you are what you post. Take it seriously.
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com

Small Drink
+
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Making college more affordable
» KYRA SENESE
CONTRIBUTING WRTIER

many responsibilities to manage as they settle into their
new college lives, including organizing
a move-in date and color-coordinating a
new bedroom.
Something especially important for
students is the college’s Office of Student
Financial Services, which guides them
through all things relating to financial aid.
The Chronicle spoke with Cynthia
Grunden, assistant vice president of
Student Financial Services, about incoming students’ most frequently asked questions about loans, payment plans and
refunds.
NEW STUDENTS HAVE

THE CHRONICLE: What are some
of the common ways students pay
for college?

CYNTHIA GRUNDEN: Students use many
methods to pay for college, including
federal and state grants, federal loans,
institutional scholarships, third-party
payments, veteran’s benefits and payment
plans. Most students use more than one
payment method within a semester or the
academic year.

What is the Federal Stafford Loan,
and how do subsidized and unsubsidized loans differ?

Federal Stafford Loans are educational
loans for students funded by the federal
government. To receive a Stafford Loan, a
student must be attending at least [part]time. Stafford Loans do not require a
credit check, and repayment begins six
months after graduation or when students
drop below half-time enrollment. Students
can opt to pay their loans before graduation, which will help them save money
on interest. When a student is enrolled at
least [part]-time, the government pays the
student’s interest on a subsidized loan. An
unsubsidized loan starts to accrue interest [when] it is disbursed. Eligibility for a
subsidized loan is based on financial need.

How can students use a Federal
Direct Parent PLUS Loan? How can
students determine their eligibility
for this loan?

A Parent PLUS Loan is a loan a parent of a
dependent undergraduate borrows to help
the student cover educational costs. The
loan is funded by the federal government
and requires a credit check of the parent
borrower. Only the parents of dependent

» FILE PHOTO

Student Financial Services employees, like Assistant Vice President Cynthia Grunden (pictured),
are available to help new and continuing students plan how to pay for school.

students are permitted to borrow a
PLUS Loan. Independent undergraduate students cannot take advantage of
this program.

How can students set up their plan?

All students who have charges not covered
by financial aid or a third-party payment
must pay the outstanding balance in full
or establish a formal payment plan for
the semester. The payment plan requires
the authorized payer to sign an agreement authorizing a third party to process
a down payment, non-refundable payment
plan fee and monthly installments on
behalf of the college. For optimal payment-plan terms, students and authorized

payers are encouraged to sign up when
payment plans become available.

Can students get their tuition
refunded if they do not complete a
full semester?

If a student drops his or her classes during
the refund or add/drop period, he or she
is entitled to a refund for those classes. If
a student withdraws from any class after
the refund period, he or she is responsible
for paying the charges for that class. If a
student has outstanding charges and he or
she or an authorized payer has signed up
for a payment plan, the plan will continue.
chronicle@colum.edu

Cutting textbook costs
» KYRA SENESE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
IN ADDITION TO the tens of thousands

of dollars students and parents invest
in a college education, textbook costs
continue to rise, making purchasing
class materials almost as stressful as
securing financial aid and incurring
student loans.
However, there are many resources
available for college students to help
lower textbook costs. While campus
bookstores are the traditional place
to purchase textbooks for students,
they do not always offer the best
prices. The Chronicle has compiled
some handy—and cost-effective—
tools for finding textbooks at bargain
prices.
1. Chegg: This company specializes in
offering textbook and e-book rentals
and spotlighting available scholarships and internships for students.
The website is geared toward helping
college students organize their course
materials and professional resources.
Students save up to 90 percent on used
textbook rentals. Chegg also allows
students to use the same box their
books arrived in to mail the textbooks
back to Chegg for free.

2. CampusBooks.com: This site is a price
comparison engine. After your professors upload the required textbooks on
OASIS, simply search those titles or
their ISBN numbers to find the cheapest
available options to rent or buy new and
used books or digital versions.
3. Textbooks.com: Textbooks.com, a
sales site, allows students to search
for the textbooks they need by ISBN
number or title to find the most
affordable new or used version. The
site also offers free shipping on orders
exceeding $25, which can limit the
overall cost of textbooks per semester. The site says that all textbooks
are hand-inspected for quality to
ensure that students won’t run into
missing pages or indecipherable,
marked-up chapters halfway through
the semester.
4. Amazon: Although the quality of
the textbooks can be questionable
at times, especially because there is
no guarantee of hand inspections,
Amazon is a great resource for finding affordable textbooks when your
wallet is hurting. The site claims that
students can save up to 90 percent
on used textbooks and 40 percent on
new books.
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South Side artist honors
victims of gun violence

studio in McKinley Park, decided to make
a socially engaging piece that would spark
discussion throughout Chicago and beyond.
Taylor received a Mellon Residential
Fellowship for Arts Practice and Scholarship
at the Gray Center for the Arts and Inquiry at
the University of Chicago in 2014 and 2015,
when he co-taught a course, “The Politics
and Art of Black Death,” with Cathy Cohen,
professor of political science at U of C, and
Orlando Bagwell, a documentarian.
Cohen said Taylor has influenced her
teaching methods, and her pedagogical
practice is forever changed because of his
ability to spark a dialogue in the classroom.
“He helped me and all the students think
differently and expansively about how to
think about and express our concern with
» PHOTO LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
the issue of death and violence in black comGarland Martin Taylor creates his art pieces through a variety of means including casting his face in
munities,” Cohen said.
plaster and utilizing natural materials in his work.
With the gun violence happening in
Chicago,
Taylor decided to create an art
metal weldings with imprints of names of
» GRETCHEN STERBA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
piece
that
could make people think, discuss
people ages 20 and younger who have been
and
react
to
tragic deaths.
victims of gun violence around Taylor’s
“From
an
aesthetic
point of view, I was
GARLAND MARTIN TAYLOR has held many
Hyde Park home.
interested
in
making
...
a three-dimensional
jobs in his life, including tile setter and
“It’s every day,” Taylor said. “You wake up,
political
cartoon,”
Taylor
said. “A gun is
construction worker, culminating in his you hear it on the news, you wake up, you
a
three-dimensional
political
cartoon. It
current position—a sculptor with a mission go to bed, you hear it on the news. You’re
makes
a
statement,
it
creates
poetry
and
to engage people in social justice.
checking your Facebook and therefore
it’s
nuanced.”
Taylor, 46, created a sculpture titled everywhere you look, there are these stoOriginally, Taylor said wanted to create
“Conversation Piece,” a 400-pound stainless ries about these shootings.”
a
revolving
door to represent the issue of
steel revolver made of old South Side scrap
Taylor, who works out of a warehouse

death because he saw death as something
that was constantly in motion. He changed
his mind one day when he went into a store
and noticed a “No Firearms” sticker and
thought about all the data he collected of
teenagers who died of gun violence, and
the conversation began to form.
After Taylor created the piece, he
drove across the country to share it
with people outside Chicago. He shared
his piece primarily with barbershops
because, he said, that is where many
conversations occur, especially in the
black community.
David Simons, Taylor’s godson and a graduate of Kenwood Academy High School, said
as an artist, Taylor’s compassion is what
keeps him doing what he loves and creating
art pieces.
“We were in the car, and [Taylor] got a call
and was making plans to go to Arkansas or
something,” Simons said.
"The person on the phone said, ‘We can fly
you there,’" he continued. "But [Taylor] said,
‘I’d rather drive.’ I was like, ‘It’s an 11-hour
drive. I [asked] ‘Why would you wanna
drive?’ He said so he can take the gun with
him and show it to the world. And I said,
'That’s just so genius.' He’s always looking
and thinking two steps ahead.”
chronicle@colum.edu
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Chicago approves tax, age increase for tobacco products
» MCKAYLA BRAID
STAFF WRITER

AS OF JULY 1, only people 21 and older will be

able to legally purchase tobacco in Chicago.
According to a March 16 City of Chicago
press release, a City Council ordinance
passed on the same date raised the legal
age to purchase tobacco to 21, increased
taxes on tobacco products and promised to
“crack down” on illegal tobacco sales.
Taxes will increase 20 cents per cigar,
$1.80 per ounce of smokeless and smoking tobacco and 60 cents per ounce of pipe
tobacco, according to the release.
The Tobacco Unit, a joint effort of the
Department of Consumer Affairs and
Consumer Protection and the Chicago
Police Department, will enforce the law. The
Tobacco Unit has already seized 830 packs
of unstamped cigarettes as of March 16.
“These reforms will help today’s youth
develop healthy lifestyles and refrain from
the harmful effects of a tobacco habit,”Mayor
Rahm Emanuel said in the press release.
Faris Karaman, a junior cinema art + science major, said he thinks underage people
will still manage to obtain cigarettes in the
same way they get alcohol.
Karaman said banning cigarettes altogether would be the most effective way to
stop people from smoking.
However, according to the Campaign for
Tobacco-Free Kids, the Illinois Medicaid
program spends $1.9 billion annually on
smoking-related healthcare costs.
Mark Brticevich, coordinator of Fitness,
Athletics and Recreation at Columbia, said he
started smoking when he was 10 years old and
smoked three packs of cigarettes a day by the
time he graduated high school. He continued
to smoke for the next 20 years and has been
completely tobacco-free for eight years.
Brticevich said if the smoking age is
increasing, then the age to join the United
States Army should also be raised to 21.
“You can be sent over to another country
and die, but you can’t come home and have
a cigarette; you can’t come home and have a
cocktail, but it’s OK to die, [and] that doesn’t
make sense,” Brticevich said.
Brticevich said the ordinance may prevent young nonsmokers from picking up
the habit, but he added that past prohibitions against drugs and alcohol have been
mostly ineffective.
He said students might cross the border
into Indiana, where cigarettes are cheaper
and available to people 18 and up.
For those looking to quit, Brticevich said it
is not enough to simply throw the pack away,

adding that smokers need to identify their
triggers, have a support system in place and
find healthy alternatives to smoking.
“When you put all that together, that’s
when you’re successful—you try to do it on
your own, you try to do it cold turkey—some
people quit cold turkey, most people don’t,”
Brticevich said.
He also said what helped him stop smoking was writing down why he chose to quit.
Whenever he wanted to smoke, he had to
first read all the reasons he wanted to quit,
and if he still wanted to smoke afterward,
he could.
“If you go with the idea that you’re depriving
yourself, you’re not going to be very successful," Brticevich said. "If you go with the idea
this is my choice; this is something I want to
do this is not something I have to do—you’re
going to be more likely to be successful."
Kathy Drea, vice president of Advocacy
for the American Lung Association of the
Upper Midwest, said the state provides
resources to help people stop smoking,
one of the most popular being the Illinois
Tobacco QuitLine, which is free for all
Illinois residents.
Drea said she believes the new ordinance
will prevent younger people from smoking
because people 14 to 17 years old typically
do not have friends who are 21.
She said she also thinks the ordinance
will be effective with people
ages 18 to 20.
“There is no magic
silver bullet to help
reduce tobacco incidence,” Drea said.
“That’s why we have to
have all these laws to
reduce that smoking
prevalence rate.”
Drea said those who
operate the QuitLine
are either trained at
the Mayo Clinic in
addiction counseling,
work as respiratory
therapists or both.
“People can call as many
times as it takes for them to
quit smoking,” Drea said.
According to the QuitLine
website, the service has counselors who are fluent in Spanish
and live translation services
for more than 200 languages.
The phone number for
Illinois Tobacco QuitLine is
1-866-QUIT-YES.
chronicle@colum.edu
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